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Happy in the next. 
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| 1 2 mabe the beſt Subjects. 

The Sum of the Chriſtian Religion is, To believe 
what is contained in the, Apoſtles Creed, to God 
above all Things, and our eig bbb f d febves ; 3 
to be initiated in Chriſt's Church by Baptiſm and to be 


 \nporthy Partakers of. the. Loyd Supper 5 10 bellen 


4 be re- 


ye pe in au 


G whom. Aut hovity: Run fepiardted and pred to 
jr 4p? inſtrutt un un Holy. Things) Aud they 
ought\to he very cirrumſpelt ini heir Lives} 

of Virtue:and Piety ; uud that will male their great 
Office: wenerable, and viorr eſttemed, 8 
enpty Pretences of d Sucteſſon from: the-\Apiſtles.\ 
Ne want 4 ſecond: Reſamation. Nothingts _perfeet, 
antht faſt Reformer obfervel, at firſt.” This will be evi- 
dent, / we reflect upun abe Corruption, Filthy and Na- 
ftineſs, hut the Prieſts had: mingled.toithz defiled," and 
dæfdced, aur holy Religion; jor at that Time it was called 
indeed Ghriftian, but upon Examinution ir will appear 
more ide abe ald Hagan: The cunning Prieſtr did ali 
that in tem lay to oppoſe the Refurmation; + the Po- 
liticks and private Heu M. ſome \who promoted" the 
Reformetion; prevai led further. with them .thawd-b,true 
Zeal jor Religion; andthe Hold was in a bind of 
Lethargy,. the: Neceſſity. aud Greatneſs of the Work" al- 
moſs confounding them. 
Errors way lave crept 0 ukich: may want a ſecoui Re- 
| formation. 
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tid Paal ed., Ei. 


nd} 
0 1Superiors ; "and e i tw" ſane of 


them... And in Tuo Centuries ſome 


2 44 tc was 


. De able and beſt of our firſt "Reformers, 
2002 ws Thur the Scpiptuye did not mention, or explain, 
aha" Sacrament war; und hut where the: Word Sas 
eruͤment was ever ufed. in the Latin Jet, it was in 
I Greek ust, myſterium. Now thoſe that call 
"themſelves Priefts el u not only that Baptiſm and the 
Jupper of ebe Lord ave neceſſary to our Salvation (which 
„Nah but” alfo "that they are Sacraments," viz. My» 
ſeries "of ſuth 'a Nature, ' that they cannot” be benefici- 
Ally: admniſtred by" any "Hand," but that which. can di- 
Hue a Miſſion, in die Line, from the Apoſtles. By 
.which' Aﬀertion they not only in an uncharitable and un- 
ehren Manner exclude all the Proteſtant Di ſſenters of 
#his" Nation, but alſo all other Proteſtant | Foreigners, 
from-all Hopes and Means of Salvation. This is, ſure- 
% too hauſb to be true, or warranted iy the Word of 
Side 'Their x. ara "of a' Sacrament to ſupport their 
Puypoſeb is abſtruſe and nninrolligible; but by - theſe 
Ou and Arts they. \delude the 22 Though, per- 
Babe m ö? of them may be excuſable, becauſe. they know 
0 better, being educated rhemſetoes as they educate the 
Donn b. ulader — Cure. Tbeſe wrong Notions and im- 
perfott Ideas of theſe Things 'of the greateſt Conſequence 
being early imprinted on them, there are 22 feu ever 


1 ier capable of taking true Impreſſions. By theſe Mean 


they lay dangerous and ſtrong Foundations * Ani moſities 
amongſt Proteſtants, who ſhould live in Love, in Peace, 
Unity,: and Charity, as . Brethren and Chriſtians ; and 
anite againſt the Papiſt, the common Enemy to them and © 
the Chriſtian Religion. The Receiving the Sacrament 
kngeling,” fince the Papifts have made a God of it, and 
 adoye' the Bread, may be altered : And the rather be- 
cauſe. it was not 0 uſed at the Inſtitution, nor in the 
Primitive Times, till after Errors and Herefies in- 
vaded the Church. The - pretended Priefts giving the 
Bread and Mine with: their own Hand to every Cm- 
municant, and poop the ſame Words, is tireſome and 


be: nas not primitive, .. This was an Invention PT 
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ae bimfolf guilty, If a Man fach ther that. bait 
Knowledge; ſit at Meat in an Idot's Temple, 
to 


the Conſcience.of him that is weak be emboldened 
hings that are affered to Idols; and thro 


Pope, VIZ | 10 
wit rather . mat g rich and great, than the 
repre « hend and . 
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A and defirable Bud I ſhall gem pn ſelf meh, great, 


| bins the bud Names... I believe any boueſt Man 
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ue ingly but the Peace and ede 
; and M I ſbal do any Tim towards. that great 


of t _—_ 
leaſure iu i | 


uu happy" bm if 1 fai r 
Whſhes, I ſball.yet have ſome Comfort and 
— 
e OUS en B at at ) 
<5 are now unſucceſsful; they may one 3 
andther meat ur, a better Fate. Farewell... 
P. 8. 1 ball een un impudent: groundleſ; Reel 
of © angry -mialicicas - Men, uv daily blaſpheme, Gu 
a "the King, whoſe Follies aud evil Conſcience make 
them aſhamed to own. who thay are, pA be any ee 
n I pray Gd to convert aud forgive them ; Bak be 


to what concerns me, I heartily do.. I 
worry to live: fo: and to behave my elf þ inte $2. 
on God ha placed we; that if. Nn pe Bhs 


they ſhall ſpeak. 
2 Lies of me, I fall hap that 

verſation ill. contradiit and 2 2 
2 * vs woes r, * oben 


End EEE 
to 3 FS 8% 1 ee. 
Ix "loſe himſelf, go du of hig, May, 
= dangerous: — er Qniclſauds, ond bk 
ene ons; ſhould nee. I be tb Hane, if 1 
net give him — and put him into the right 
2 Bur rbey ſay, I call them Names: 1 Sno ron 
#o- papeicular Nau; and when I reflect 17 L 
Prattices, aud à Man's Confeience. accu Yau 
be” is the Man I mean; Hi, Conſcience, WIE ally, 
will ſay,, 


eee 
to obere many t are, . A 

* Ine Behavi 7 . taki S them, "ae 
their 


"5 s: 
#0. theme 1 are. N . 


| —— W . of the Creating * 
| pheme God in the. 


Monuer, they. ridienle. al Rela 
and, ar —— them lies, 2 «and anni hi- 
al Qbligatrans are V. can bet uren 
Man au Man. Such  Praftices probably etc 
on and Confufiont in the Wirld; for. in ſome 
Cafes, if you can find e 
ſecad to d:ftriy them out of Self preſeruation,; becauſe you 
tan invent wo'other May to ſecure your, ſelves.," Au tvery 
thinking Man will own, that if ever bey - ſhould: fil the 
| Throne - with. Peprb Prince, both they; as well as ' we 
ave undone Theſe Men ought | ſurely to be made ſeufilile 
of their Errors : And. fince our All ts * Man 
may. fairly. ee ** them. They. Jan, they 
are dugry' at ny reducing. them. jrom being Ambaſſadors, 
10 be 10 more but idle, fimple —.— But why am J 
to be blamed? Thad theſe Notions from Dy. Bently, who 
ia his. Charge ſays, the Notion. of the Miſſion was. a fool- 
i Trifle; and I never heard him queſtioned fon it, aud 
b Examination I found it to 2 true. Il. any Man 
would rob. me, may not 1 defend: my. ſelf? IF. any Man. 
| Wold invade, and take aug my Eſtate by. falle Evie, 
dence; may not 1 expoſe. their lewd Pratticesgquithout- 
breath of Charity ? If theſe Men pretend to ſave, or damm 
ine af") their Pleaſure, I need not a 2 Dees and 
they invade my Right in the moſt valuable Thing, and 
F muſt. expoſtulate with them, and detect the Cheat. 1 
will conclude with an Obſervation of an honeſt Hermits 
to the Monks, that came to him to know, if they . 
attend the bloody Auſtin, who cams from the Pope on 

pretence to fettle thin Country in a better Knowledge of 
Religion, and on that Account had ſummoned them to 
. him ; they further defired to be informed of him, 
how the y ſhould Gl if he was from God; the Hermite 
bid them attend him, and that if he roſe” up p to them, 
and received them humbly, they ſhould . him to 
be a good Man, * if not, flight him 2 
ay 


wy 11 1501 


29 e 1 is truly age wee” 
and the Duty 2 FR. - we 
Boe the He Wale to male the App . 
* erve how unintelligible Hard N e 
Ore os fr Z fad the Writings a late famed. 
Authvr | whoſe Labours were too valuable to be confined in 
the narrow Compaſs of one Kingdom, are handed about here, 
and much valued and efteemed - *He had rather have Men 
Orthodox than A the latter he explodes, the other 
be makes the very Corner-Stone of our Religion; and to 
pur it in plain "Enghſh, it will: be this > It is better for 
Religion that Men be Knaves (for what are they better, 
that act not according to their baſs and trueſt of Fuement®) 
ban to. ze bone, that "is fincere, and not comply 
with the Difhatss of the Orthodox, -which are the Priefts of 
that Side, that have the Power in their Hands.” _ Surely 
#his, when pur into Engliſh, don't Jound right, and can 
hardly be the 2 Religion. 
Pretenſions of the Schifm Bill were to prevent Hipo=- 
erify ; the Deſn of it —— afterwards owned, was to 
garble Corporations. - Thus you Jee ſome Men make Religion 
no more than a ſtalking Hoe to ferve their own Purpoſes ; | 
and here it was evident, that Hypocri iter braught in a Bill 
to prevent Hypocriſy : h is — — that when 
Sincerity deſtroys the ſtately Fabyick the Orthodox have. 
in their vun Imaginations erefled, Sincerity ir a Crime, 
though on ſbme occaſions they ſeem very augry at Hypocriſy - 
Ft wiſh they would in plain Engliſh rel un, what they. 
ere _ e * 
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In LUKE ix. 55, 56. 125 1 
Tou may find theſe Words, 8.4 4 


But be turned, and rebuked * and 

ſſaid, Te know not what maniter of Syi- 
rit ye are of : For the Son of Man is 
not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to 
ſave them. | 


8 


20 


N the Gd Verſes you may - 
read, that our bleſſed Saviour ſent 


EN I « to a Village in Samaria, to pre- 
e a convenient Enterrainment 
; po or him and his W 1 
| LOL . . they would not receive | 
his Diſc ples Jame and John, 00 

command 


they ſaw i, fad. Ee wit thy tht we 


= 


* 


Tn. 


Fire Hhowy to confine _ 2. as Elia - 


: 4 — any ar bad 
enough, any Puniſhment too ſevere, or any Execu- 
tion too ſudden or exemplary. for thoſe Miſcreants, 
that ſo ungratefully refuſed, and unmannerly re je- 
Wo ed ſo great a Favour, the greateſt Honour in the 
orld, viz, to Er Lond 1 7 the 
2nd -who had alſo inv i- 
ory bad Ge Which, 5 
QAircumſtances of their ſcandalous Refuſal. It may 
| I 1 See being * lately with Elia, rag; os fore 
ot Puniſhmept enter - w; their oughts ; 
and they Gol E 2 readily conclude, — if 
Tach Puniſhment. was due, and inflicted on thoſe 
at affronted the Servant, how much more — — ht 
| ey to the chaſtized, that had ſo W ä 
| ed and rejected the Lord and Maſter? They 8 | 
| fore, Jang and John, Lon. had been with him in the 
| Mountnin, and Bad jnſt before ſeen his Glory, when 
= theylaw theimmediate Affront, ſaid to him, Milt thou 
tbat we command down Fire. from Heaven to conſume 
them, even as Elias did? But he turued, and"vebuked 
them, and ſaid, Te know not what Sjirit ye are of; 
Tee Bi? 15 not come to defiroy Mens Lives, but 
te ſave them. There is not in the Life of the bleſ-. 
r y thing chat ſhews more Earneſtneſs or 
pleafure, wiz. 7 tuned and rebuked them: We 
= HH — — 
greater e im. You in 
of the fame 9 told them 


chat be konte! be delivered) into the Hangs of Men - , 
ang 
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them, ch 
mou one that caſt 


— ichſhould he the greateſt: In the 48th ve, 
they! 4 one that Devils in Chriſt's 
Name, becauſe he 


by his E. 


ciples before they were 


but one might name thoſe amo 


Maſter: they ſerved and knew? If Examples are 
not to be made of © thoſe that diſhonour Chriſt, 
that ſpeak Evil of his Religion, that deny his Di- 


vinity, and that will not ſo much as receive him 


into their Village; if theſe Practices are endured, 
Religion it ſelf will fail and decay, and Impiety 


ſay, that from theſe fleſnly Arguments, from 
Conſiderations of the Diſciples before they 


will get the Aſcendant, and domineer. I ma 
chel e 
had 


Y ON 9999 in vn 8 
bundance Pride, and Kan 
gued abundance ot Fride, All monſtra N 
— that reigned in the Diſeiples. And 
our, Hayiour, ho knew all Things, knew that che 
Samaritant would not receive him: Therefore it is 
nat unlikely, that he ſent on purpoſe to teach them 
Example, Patiense and Humility ; and co 
let them know and learn his Doctrines, and what 
they ſhould teach, and ho they ſhould inſtruct 
Mankind, after he was delivered into the Hands 
of Men. But I cannot but imagine, that the Men 
of our Days are rather the Diſriples of the Diſs! + 
regenerated, and inſpired, 
than the Diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus, the Author 
and Inſtitutor of our Faith; and I queſtion not, 
ngſt us, that would 
almoſt juſtify James and John; and would ſay, 
What Reaſon was there for our Saviour g Reſent- 
ment? Did the Diſeiples do any more than ſhew- 
a, becoming Zeal for the Honour of that Lord and 
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learned Chriſt, have came into the World all thoſe | 


Abomyuatians, uncharitable Opinions, and worſe 
Practices; from hence have proceeded! the Popiſh 


Inquiſitions and Maſſacres, their Plots and Aſſaſſi- 
nations: From hence amongſt us of the Reformed 
Religion have proceeded burning of Hereticks, 


Perſe- 


5s SDS. x. on ti 
Perſecutions, Creeds, Teſts, and Occaſional Con- 
formity Bills, Penalties, and Puniſhments. From 
hence have thoſe falſe Arguings; If a 
Man ſhall ' blaſpheme the King, and endeavour to 
dethrone him, or leſſen his Authority, or ſpeak 
ſlightly of his Title, what Severities and Tortures 
ſhall he ſuffer! But to revile againſt God, to deny 
the Divinity of our Saviour, or diſown his Reli- 
gion, they are ſmall Matters, and of no Conſidera- 
tion with you: And doth not this plainly ſhew that 
you have more Regard to the Honour of Men, 
more Reverence for earthly Potentates, than you 
kave for God and his Chriſt? To this I reply, Tow 
Hot not what Spirit you are of : Man's Heart is full of 
Pride, he is exalted with the Thoughts of Power, is 
ſubject to Fears; his Head is giddy with Vanities 
and high Conceits ; he reſents Injuries and Af- * 
fronts ; is liable to Injuries and Violence; he dreads 
nothing more than the _ from his high Sta- 
tion and Dignity. Nothing therefore can expiats 
or atone for. Crimes of that Nature; the Puniſh- 
ment, nay, it may be, the Life of the Offender 
cannot ſatisfy, but his innocent Poſterity muſt alſo 
feel the Effects of his Father's Tranſgreſſion: And 
fooliſh Man hath ſaid in his Heart, that God is 
ſuch an one as himſelf : Thon Fool, Can Man de- 
throne God, can he plot againſt God's Empire? 


There is no Delinquent againſt Heaven, but is, 
at the ſame Time, his own Accuſer, Judge, and 
Executioner : And when Men puniſh for Heaven's 
Sake, their Zeal” and Tranſport has ſome private 
Views or Intereft that makes it flame. Chriſt tells 
us, That the Deſign of his Coming was to ſave, not 
to deſtroy Men. There is nothing more convin- 
ceth me of the Truth and Excellency of the Chri- 
ſan Religion, there is nothing more demonſtrates 
its Verity, than that it was not introduced by 

ä Power 
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power and Force, nor eſtabliſhed by Violence, the 
worſt Enemies to Reaſon, and therefore no good. 
Fend to Neligi .d or rnd PO 


- Now to illuſtrate what I have ſaid, I beg you to 
examine and conſider, and then tell me, Can the 

moſt ſanguine Zealot affirm, that the Converts made 
by the — — — or the Terror of the 
Wheel, will bring Honour to God, or Salvation to 
their poor Souls? Can H Pro. be acceptable to 
God? Or can a ſervile Lip-Worſhip bring Sal- 
vation to the Soul of Man ? And can any of our 
Zealots ſay, that if it was in their Power, they 
would not call for Fire from Heaven to conſume 
the Men they are, in their 5 
ly diſpleaſed with, for their different Sentiments in 
Religious Matters ? And may not I then, in our 
Saviour's Words, ſay to them, Ie know. not- what. 
Siri ye ave g. 7 7 note ies ai 


It is certain, that Man ought to ſerve God in 
2 Manner worthy of him, not according to the 
fond Conceptions, and the Imaginations of his on 
poor Underftanding ;, eſpecially when God hath; 
laid down Rules for him, and preſcribed him po- 
ſitive Directions. God knoweth Man, and what 
is in Man: But Man knoweth God no further, 
than it hath pleaſed God to reveal himſelf to Man. 
It is true, theſe Men may ſay, and we may believe 
them, that if they had been conſulted in the firſt - 
Inftitution of the Chriſtian Religion, they- would 
have made theſe the firſt Principles of it; the firſt 
Law ſhould have been to deſtroy and execute all 
thaſe audacious Opponents, who durſt have con- 
temned or denied that gracious Son of God, who 
died, and offered himſ an Oblation upon the 
Croſs for the Sins of the World. But our Saviour 
tells us, that he came to ſave Men's Lives, and not 
„A | | to 


1 


tous, than the 


| L 161 
5 to deſtroy them: And doth not theſs Men- „ Pride 
make them believe tant they are wiſer than God ꝰ 
There is nothing in the Scripture more explain d 
3 of God to Men: There is no- 
thing more often commanded to us, than to lbve 
one another: There is nothing pronounced in the 
New Teſtament more terrible, than to die in our 
Sins; for in the Grave there is no — 42 
and therefore no! of Pardon. | 
Man be he to be 4 Chriſtian, : who: witt-dehbe= 
break the chief Law of the el; which is 
of Love and: Anitty 3 and i of that, 
will murder his Brother who has no Way offended 
him, and that in cd Blood'?: For Murder it is, and 
che workk Sort o Murder, vated with the moſt 
- Gireumftances; 072. Killing 2 Man by 
Lau, oonteury 20 Law's And it is 
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the 


out doubt commrary to Christ s Lag v6 puniſh. Gets 
with Death, whom we call Hereticks, a. 
But this has been tod oſten ſinde the 


Nefermation, to the greut Standul of the Prote- 
ftane Frofeſſm This is not Murder, bar the 
moſt barbateas and unheard „ns welt 
as the hi Breach: of ie Law: j for 50 not! 
only kills the Body, but alſo forces ther poor miſte- 
ken Wreteh 2 ir his Sins and, as far as we 
are able, damms his Soul 5 whereas had he lived 
| he N _ rs become Or- 
rely EIS gol hops 

ade the worlt of Herefics/ | 
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Aud T nnift. obſerve another great Abſurdity i 
theſe Men's Arguinge, viz. In comparing God's ex 
cellent divine emnipotetne! Perfections, and his 
Love to. Mankind, to the Malice; Fears, Heatsand 
Paſions/ of Men. Man,! ſay tliey, thkes him:to be 
is - Friehd, that will revenge himſelf on thbſe w 
traduce him behind his Back} and et light by hin 
And. therefore they conclude, That God, .who:is! 
borh-Qmmipreſenr e ipotent, is pleaſed to 
have thoſe: N ie his Divinity pu- 
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"God's Hand is not mortned; 5- he can; withous 


the next ' The ſureſt Way of 3 
God is to do 4 Will ; and his Will can be known 
by no better Way than his Revelation; :aiid{j 
cularty, for what! he came into the orld; 
chat muſt of be a very eſſential Parr 
of his WII; and he ra li plaiily, that 
the 'Erid:of his * und e. e c, 
froy Men's Lives, (703 1 35 5 
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2 1 ask any IE our uine Nh # 
| —— — Men, to them to be- 

d de Gus, they faintiy ſay, No; but will 
own that they would be glad 3 had no To- 
leration : The - Concluſion is pretty plain, they 
would not oonſent that they ſhould ſerve God ac- 
cording to the beſt of their Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding ; and yet the would not have this termed 
Force or Violence; But, I hope; that they never 
will have :Qecafion to complain of ſhchoilb Uſage; 
of ſuch Perſceution, which I think to be the great- 
eſt Evil chat can be inflied.': As for my Part, I had 
rather be deprived —_ Eftate, of my _ 
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than of that Liberty o 
Manner I tlünk moſt worthy f di y 
I believe to be moſtikh oe de te 1 = 
Maxim avorthy-of the — our Raligz 
do to otfidrs; as e would be done io. pep 
 they:anfirer;] Would: the! Judge be. linz dase 
Why, — 3 . 
en the mn 
— hay y. trully,>bhis :1g2the very onde; And 
— Men in Power ve qheJndges, 
and all thati will not believe as the wound have 
them, are Malefactors. But ſurely, and fuck juſt 
Concluſion can be drawn, Chriſtians ought to love 
one the other, and to convince ame aathłr by Rea 
fol: and Soripture, not by Force, hht᷑ tola to others 
archey would be done untog) and chere fpra, ſuyſthey, 
a f. C candemn u au 9003 
2 2 = oy IJ and lis; LN ob O God 
Judges Office, at is Duty +0 
— — ist net 
the — a Ckriſtian erat it againſt 
Chriſt's Eaws to ꝓuniſh hon peaceable Men ior 
notother Crime, than becauſe; -tbey xandotbiathent 
ſo deep, nor exactly conceive and-blifve} As the: 
Magiſtrate would have them. 
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— — br — at 


: 2 — — eds 
hie former Thoughes and Opinions. And to pu- 
| c — 
5% 6 W 


{ — 


— 


as. 


. 1.59 5 ” * 2 
woul him, i humap, barbarons | 
j haye is Join 1 NE hang qqy 


THR i 5 * 
* . nod — An *. Þ r A Inq 


. 
bnd aby Example made Wit e 
thar on nant ad Af. r 
bye har is it more or leſs” than Wing 
when I 1 that — my 1 N A. 
Which m com i 1 

orreth 2 pads pe f Ply Yi ISVS 

e- 1 07 15x T4 en ti 1 7 p41 2 iris: 01 2 n 
eee grew wile God in his Me ard 
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to reſiſt "the, Terrors of choſe” Ht 


eno 
2 2 . Hp e Curſes aid Paniſh- 
ments, ie K e Heads of thoſe that 
force them to eaſt heir Know that 
would (according ' to Phe modern Way © expref⸗ 
4 n 2 12 9 than nds) 
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what he- betiey' de 1H; "that is to be ſinc 
It is in ſome Senſe, happy to be Orthodox; tha 
is, to be really of the ame Opinion his, Goyer- 
Hors are of. I bange there have not been man 
in the World of chat obftinate Temp er, as really 
to believe a * 81 g's at the ſame Time not 
own the) did believe, till that Confeſſion 325 
torted off” 257 AH T dare S ar for 
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thoſe. Barbariang, they 
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that axe 9 
that. they know to the con 
re e to force Chritians to alter their 


Opinions, to abjure their be urs and to make 


it is more 


ions contrary to their Judgments: For they 
were before informed of theſe Things, and are for- 


eee which thay up cop 


Wendy upon Conſideration, 
4 6k — are wy =o cm — what they really 
eved to be true. And when the Governors 
oy peas "the: e will * 
em 1 nion inte "Hi 
be 5. For call it i er nes 
ting Men for Religion is (as I ſaid 1 only 
punitbing them for een ag the Chur 
ves,.. which: is the governing Homer: nf plain 
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every Thingthey 45 or think, is beſt and uncontroul- 
Eble; And chat all — that differ from them are 
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" muſt follow, when Men deviate from 1e Long 
And are led by their own Paſſions and Pleafiies 
which they cover under the Name of Zeal for the 
Church, that thoſe that are uppermoſt will 
cutetheir diſſenting Subjects: And when theirodious 
Government makes them loſe their Sovereignty, the 
— when they have the Authority, will retaliate 
be», pair, rongs they had endured. * So that 
State of War eſtabliſned, 
as it were by a Law Tabs of their own making amongſt 
Chriſtians, he chief Law and Principles of whoſe 
jon, is to love as Brethren ; in order to 
prevent thoſe Wranglings, evil Surmiſes and Con- 
tentions, we are directly cummanded by God not 
ſd much as to cenſure — judge one the — but 
to pull out the — our own Eyes, before 
_ . we: pry into, an _— the amateur in the Eyes 
of ous Breahber.-* | 


I ——— by the Goſpel Mn chat we 
| ought by any —— Means, by Rewards, Fears 
or Puniſhments, to byaſs the Heathens chat know 
not God, or to convert the Jews that deny Chriſt. 
Puniſhments, depriving Men of Places, or giving 
them Rewards or Places, are no where propoſed to 
us as good Methods to convert Men to turn Chri- 
Hanes or to alter their Opinions. | | 


From 833 Conſideratioris RAN with 
che Scripture Rules, I lay doun this as a im 
of our Religion, That Chriſtianity ought not to bo 
ee and 4 by Force or Rewards, but only by 

eaſon and Arguments deduced from Scripturet- 


Sod Oe: we ought not to ' propagate our Rei- 


be 0 . EPI "Tet Prey 
Ways Arts, or Methods, not 8 
op . the Example of the Bleſſed brrfti- 
tutor of our Faith, or his holy Apoftles, after they 
| rr and fully * 
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„Vain Man! * Wiſdom bÞthe Aimighry left 
af ia bis; Hun ſhortued, or art thou wer than 
God, or has he more need now of t¶yů feeble Hand 


_ to:fhppapgr his Deny? Neflect into and exnmine 
— 3gg6 rhe wh wilt find thy — —— 


thy — — Arms, Fraud, or Forte, to pro- 
cced — om God, nor a true Chriſtian Zeal, out 
from thy own Pride, Malice, and Envy from the 
Opinion than haſt of th o Pxceſtency, Wifdom, 
and judgment; and 2 to make Con- 
wyrts at — — at 'the Mow INE: 
wing well, preat Doctrine, and giwin 
od Example: What aſſures thee that chou aa 
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in che ri OT and thy: | nv | 
bat he pinien thou 22 — Abilities; 
and bf dns Weaknels/? In which Plints it is 
he-13moiway behind- hand with theo ;; 
chat, hall eee thon n 
b I ein yep 25 zn Bain yard 
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be ih flo rick rhe; dntereſt of every, dne cb 4 
ut of is on Soul, and eternal that in 
Ghanty'{ can't think aa Me n Will trifle about 
Au > of ct high Nature, d mean hdd that 
ink about it? nd for aſl Men's, Confidence, 
andahigh Thoughts uf chemſelves, —— to 
pronounce them to be in the wrong, ven hx Fears 
or Premiums 2 endeavour to make others as 1 
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Chriftians, and N ous 
mort bayworg daokr3iiigy, 2113 Kid ers .eljog 


Mb Nationz believe à God ; . 12 
Theft, Mnfdek, Lehrt 
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petmidted hs, it is dt law forus, 2 
derts by Terrors and Dread: It &'notvedommentdy 
ell to inihe Men FPeſtament, nor uny ue fe in 
Scripenre alben Citi, T0 ro pur even the d te: 
iphomerco Death.” 
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{ Aiftthb-Power thut v was erer 
of by the Primitive: Chriſtians, to the 
Nules anti les of the „ uns to turn 
ehem out of the Church: And if — Zeal ſnould 
y them, to greater Heights, it would beus con- 
t; and as hlutely/ nebeſſary for the Chris 
Han World, cs hold a = 3 Counsil; 
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therefore, if there 
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ti whe een, and what. way He? 


reſy, and who be the Judges, as it was for 
us in Edward III aged what was Trea- 
ſon; otherwiſe one may eaſily foreſee the Conſe- 
quences. Thoſe that were uppermoſt would declare 
all thoſe they feared might any — rival their 
Power, Hereticks and hemers ; and they, if 
ever r ppermoſt; would reta- 
late. ' By which Means — 2 excellent Rel» 
came from God, would be made à dia- 


which 
— — 


Honour of that God that came to and not to 
en e „ 218 a Iv 03 1554 5341 ono 
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In the eighth 3 nod St! Marks: our: Savioite 


tells his Diſciples, chat this $ irit doth proceed from 
the. n aid 3 Leave df /the 
Phariſees in 7er.-34. of that:Ghaprer, our Sa 
viour preſcribes a Remedy àgainſt that |Leayen.; 
Whoever will. come after me, let hins. deny: himſelf, Sc. 
Now do but. conſider the vaſt Difference chat is 
between Papiſt and Proteſtant as to their F rinei- 
ples.; — ans BS nts.that make them 
om Friends, that careſs; them; whereas it 
be unſaid, The Pa- 
are Idolaters. On the'contrary, eonſider the 
Difference that is between us, and ſame diſ- 
ſenting Proteſtants ; and yet they. are our mortal 
Enemies, and as ſuch we would: ſerve 1 
our Power as extenſive as our 1 
— them. What can this proceed 
Surely: from the Seęds of ſome of the i 
We that the Idolater will no more eomend 
wich us for Superiority ;. and that they e oc 
ter than they do the other Proteſtants, and 
ſhould be Occaſion for Help, | 
char hey would aff es mamtain eur Superiori 


their 
has been ſaid, and can hardly 
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in ** Saddle, and what — ann may 'be ſo 
therefore if they are not humbled, the will, rui 
the Ghureh; and pretend to an egual Foy ower ith : 
us, if not an Authority over us. 8 rale f 
to be poſhble-for us to do ad the Diſciples did to th 

Jeſus: Let us ſup dots him o be ug 
and that it were poſſible for u NE 
Al dur Applications to him, and that we 
Po. Lord, we have found honeſt, well-meaning 


pregcki in thy Name, they have ptel: 
—— 3 to forſake Weiß ke 


Ways, raden Go hy Wül; but — pr 


rruckle, under and 
V - Diſciples 22 did tho 
that baſt out Devils in thy Name. Some of then 
we have „others we have ip el, an 
others we have perſecuted. Can we imagine that 
our Saviour would commend us for chriftiai 
Practices? Or that he would ſay to us, | 
— and digeſt the Scriptures, you muſt nom chat. 
was. not my Will; the Deſign of my Long 4 
was Love to Mankind: I came to Mos . B | 
ſtroy Men: Theſe Imperfections of my 5 | 4 
were delivered down to you by my 122 4 
Exangeliſts, to teach you to avoid the Errors and | 
Miſtakes my Diſciples ran into before they ere 
regeterared- by my Spirit. Wonld not, our 
tell us, Rebuke them not, perſecute them not, forbid 
them not ꝰ Lou ſee Miracles are ceaſèd, the Men 4 
rhis untoward nne cannot caſt out ne, 


bara 
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tain their 
fog aſſured that they were in the right, 


commands and teaches Men to love and to bear 
with one another, would, no doubt of it, by Wreſt- 
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. ben the Sick: All hoy can — "and 
to perſuade others by their good Lives and Con- 
83 and righteous Preaching to become neu 
And they that do ſincerely ſo, cannot 
e me: 1 know not what” _ 
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But 1 know theſe Teilots Gl ber yr 
fied! büt will be at their old 


and will ſay, May eve 
teach Hereſies 124. Bl 


5 — repeat hat I 


be furs 
again, 


8 
one that will, preach and 
hemies ? I therefore muſt 
faid before; I cannot tell 
ou will call Herefy or Blaſphemy ; but I ſee 
Liberty inthe Scriptare'given'for one Chriſtian 
n jo: ge another, much leſs to puniſh another for 
ng 


in Opinions only. Give me Leave, from 

jy Example to ſhew you the of ſuch 
rines, if allow'd of; I mean; the Abettors of 

the Doctrines of Free- Will and Predeftination, in | 
King James the Firſt's Time. Both Sides were ſo 


confident” of their Aſſertions, fo zealous to main- 


Opinions; they were each ſo reſolute, 
that no one 


jott but that if their Powers had been 


equa? ro their Wills, they would have ruined and 
extirpated each other: And that very Religion that 


ing of Scri e, have fopp lyed them with A 
ments and Materials to have condemned, and to 
have burned tad" other for Hereticks. From what 
F have now faid, relating to a Controverſy of no 
85 or Advantage to the Chriftian World, I dra 

8 Concluſion, that, Thoſe that know and have 
latin Chriſt, and will ſerve him in a Manner 


worthy of him, mut ſerve him in the Way he has 


commanded and preſcribed ; they muſt not be high 
minded, 


"TD 27 5” 
minded revengetul, . K- 48 T0 believe 
themſelres: to be infallible, and to conclude that all 
that differ from them, . in the os minute 
Matters, muſt be Rep ——_ 
ſed, cenſured; and Wend 
They muſt not call for Fire fro 
dlle one on Earth, to conſume them: No, 

they kno they affrant Gad, ee 
into their Hearts; no, N D 


as permit him to come; into illage. Men 
be Men; and if one Side CE the 2 


will hate ; and ma — ſerves be very 
apt — We daily ſee Men turn from Pa- 
piſt to Prateſtant, and from Proteſtant to Papift.; ; 
and if Perſecution mas allowed of, what . 
2 it make in the Warld ? The Papiſt, when 
* Ir the Proreſtants; the fume Man 
oteltanct perſceutes the Fapiſts. ** 
N re 12868 * 10% ing ni. S's f; | 

Thus we foe, ch, we. intend to prefone Peace i 1 
Chriſt's Church, there is a Neceſf 

— — 


with Force and Violenge in religious 

the Reaſon, from the Conveniency thereof, 
ne had no Law: from Heaven to oblige, us 17 Fo 
Were: it permitted ;us to deſtroy Men a O- | 


| — theſe niencies muſt 
low: The mean mean ſpirited to, avoĩd lage 
would turn H ies 3 Chriſtians - 


be Chriſtians : They, may, indeed, like the ew 
call themſelves Chriſtians ; but they muſt K 
eſſential Parts chat make them ſo; viz. ee 
Love, and Compaſſion one towards another; and 
they muſt become Murderers, Perſecutors, and 
Manſſayers. The only Argument to decide the 
Right, would be to know. who . moſt, Power: 
For he chat had Power to oppreſs, muſt be in the 


right, and the oppreſſed — not help being in the 
D 2 wrong. 
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(>; chen ärt in rh right, and haft this great 
to: compel oefters to believe as chy ſelf 
floſt It proceeds from Neaſens chat have convim- 
dea the Truth . und- why — thou de- 
pres another of that Liberty? tig zicrriaq 28 
51:0 20). 25157221199; Dee ho 7: bns N ud 
ee upon this: Oecaſion forbear commending 
ent Conduct, and Nature of che x- 
ae they yl nn Dita Lexis 
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12 2 Wr they d W they —. 1 — 
1 Shen the Intent An see what 
they regd is. Certainly, in this Point they are to 
be — ure more in the right tham the 
— ape or can pretend te bet For thold 
n ne gol the Bible; and the 
have no nowledge but What as leamed fr 
or EXC, 2 — by che Frieſt In this 
y"deviate from what they are taught, 
mg Keting elſe to direct them, there is A 
"of dee, ab we Colour” td puniſh 
fractory an A Duntractable. — 
do dire@-onr: le 3 infan- 
120 their Bible, and to tell them thar there 
may ind the Way to sternal Life and Ha 
* 5 "after all that, if upon their beſt 
| find any > Pee hs bor A 85 
— preffions- in them) tha 
what 0 have — believe; I may venture 
ro affitm it, That in ſich Caſe, if you puviſh, dils. 
Ki or uſe them bardix, you are 92 
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of as great Abſirdities as' any vou chargs che 
| Papiſts with. Either deny them the Uſh af the 
Bible, ar — —cmenoyu ti judge for rhemſbives 3 
or declare tu ther: thabalicy: may read only for an 

Amuſement, that they muſt not's hat they 
read; for the Magi ig infallible 3 and on 
laugh at the 5 the Pape on no other 
Reaſon; than becauſe} be aſſumes that to himſelf 
alone, tyhich very . b as 
| well as himfelf. mar? oor! Bon vial 1 
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There is Show Colour, . Provence for one is 
takes himſelf to be afallible, to and 
gorern the Confſciences : of — 0 0 there is 
— ta be gowern d by thaſe they 
ieve to be infallihle: But it is very abfurd for a 
Man that pretends; ta no ſuch Thing, but ond 
himmſulf ta be a weak and fallible Mortal, to ta pre- 
tend to domineer over dther Men's Conſciences, 


whom he. muſt own i be as wiſe, and as infallible 
as himſelf. 
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e Reaſon to ben That Nen 

ided by their F ancies, > than their 
ae in their Interpretation; for all is at 
Sake, —— their — in this World; certainly 
their dalvation in the next. Which is A | 
ſuicient to convince any Man, that theif Faith, 
and Opinions are groumded upon the beſt Conſide- 
ruriont und Thoughts they have, or dan be Maſters 
o: And if they are really perſuaded and convin- 
ced of the Truth of what they profeſs, they ought 


to adhere to, and abide by what they do ſo be- 
lieve And would it become a juſt and wiſe Ma- 


gm (i he had not the golden Rule ts act by) 
to puniſn a Man for no other Reaſon, than becauſe 
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© Thi Bible, 2a he free Ul Set is the Com- 


fort of a true Chriſtian, the Glory and the Plea · 
fare of « Proteſtant: And if we muſt believe as 


our Church or Rulers would have us, or be burned 
for Hereticks, or be impriſoned as Enemies, or made 


mcapable of Places, or any Truſt in the Govern- 


ment, to uhich otherwiſe we have as good and juſt 
Pretenſions, as any other natural born Subjects; 
then is our Glory turned into Shame, and our Com- 
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bee enen cake great Bleſſing of 
Reading and Bleditating upon the Laws of our 
Cod; or take away from us the Dangers that at- 
tend us, the Penalties that we, our Friends, and 
Families are liable to, the incapacitating Laws chat 
render us unſerviceable, — —— 
try: Out of a Chriſtian Charity do the one, or 
ot of an Antichriſtian Policy do the other. 1 
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Will it benefit a Soul ? Will it convince a Man's 
4 — 4 to be forced by Fear, = 
by Advantage, to own a Principle he cannot in- 
wardly approve of, but complies with only out of 
2 or Fears? And if it will be no Advantage 
to you to make Men Diſſemblers, it all bernie 
y no Honour or Pleaſure to the Almighty, to be 
yed do and adored: by ſeigned Lips, when the 
Hear is far from him: Nor g any true 
Gion to you, to act yo co * 
God's revealed Will. ; _ 


If then, 7 hve fairly ay fared the Cale is ru 
appear, that every one ought to the Bible 
chat can read; and that he ought to Tearch and 


find out the beſt Way he can learn of ſerving God, 
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in a Mahner worthy of him: And if there i ive} 
thing in his Tenets or Principles p | 


Publick, nothi dangerous or ſinful, he ne 
| be permited wo ferve God in his own Way. | 


Bur you will Anſwer, for all you have ſaid, 1 
am not ſatisfied, that a Man may blaſpheme and 
deny God, and may publiſn Books to ſuch Purpo- 
ſes; as Aſeyl, Toland, and the Author of the Rights 
of the Chriſtian Church have done; and that p.--4 


ſhould go unpuniſhed. 


If they have wrote falſiy, artificially y, or fool- 
iſhly, expoſe them, detect them, and anſwer them: 
But as for burning their Books, if I ſhould talk po- 
litickly on this Occaſion, I muſt ſay, you would do 
them too much Honour; and rather give them a 
Reputation, than a Diſparagement to their La- 
bours. Things that are contemned are ſoon for- 
; but what — the Government's Mark of In- 

ſet upon it, tho” in it ſelf inconſiderable, 
do's there y become valuable and — 
you have the Authors | many ? Thar 
wenld-look K asif you were angry, becauſe you could 
not anſwer what hey hd wrote. As for my Part, 
I wiſh that all thoſe - Authors, that difturb the 
Peace of the Chriftian World by their new Noti- 
ons, Quirks and Subtilties, would learn the Ways. 
of Peace and true Religion, and that they would 
leave off being Tools to Faction, and Friends to 
Parties; and hat the chief Aim of Men were to 
teach others to live better, and to love one ano- 
ther; which Bleſſings are ſeldom obtained n Con- 


troverly. 
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Tale ſw; this Perſcoming, Burning, 
and Damning of Men, for not ſuhſcribinag to the 
Words of Men, as to the Words ef God; re- 
quire of Chriſtians only to beheve: Chriſt aud th 
call no Man Maſter, but him only; let thoſe leave 
off <laiming Infallibility, zſtat have no Tule to it; 
ow let 7 that in heif. Wor a — 
aks 


— 


not — — — Ponbr ef — 
take away Fyranny, and neſtofe to Chriſtins 
| —— and ju Liberty o caprivating their Un- 
to Sdriprire only; and as Rivers 

when they hade a free run all to the Odend;/ 
lo it ——— that i Liporty thus 
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eſt from / Perlocution; and therefore contribute their 
utter moſt, to make her the-pureſt;; and EN 

ſtian Church in the World. {op 6, 
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rt. i de it more Prejudice and' Damage, 

A the. Aflaults and Attacks of its Worft Ef 
mies; fear nothing, our Enemies cannot Hurt 8 f 
We will follow Chrift, and not be furious agen 
thoſe | that will not follow us. Our Enemies wi 

o us Setvice, if we make the fight Uſe of them? 
They ” will put us in a State o Holy Warfare: 

ey will arm us with Weapons bearing Chris: 
Kians; "they will force us to Vacch⸗ to live bol 
put off our Security, to exerciſe Charity an 
atierice, and to have our Truſt, and ſure Tg a 
in him only, that 1s Almighty. nnn 


who will read the N the excellent 
es of the Chriftian Religion will demoh- 
ſtrate the Inſtitutor of it to be God: Truth is the 
more oonſpicuous, the more it is inquired into and 
examined: Cheats and Impoſtures only fear and 
avoid a Scrutiny. As for my Part, I declare the” 
Scripture to be the only Rule of my Faith and Re- 
ligion: And that Part of my Religion: that is not 
to be ſupported by Scripture, by the Word of God 
delivered to us by, Jeſus Ci and his Apoſtles, 
I will willingly 8215 with as 'fpurious, a intth- 


duced by FOR wn, Tradition and Ignorance; 
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SE Men can neyer be well tau oP 
or convinced 2 * Arguments 9 red by 

es, and Perſecutors: It is natural for 

Nen to, hate and avoid thoſe chat abuſe and io- 
jure; them, eſpecially. for their Religion, which is 
generally moſt dear to 9 "Men may certainly” 
be eafjer. werner upon b the perſuaſive Ar- 
guments 0 riend, Une. * believe yes and 


regards them. 
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IENCe.t nſider and examine, how well we Torn 
it. Tho our 1 Chriſtian treats us withall 
the Node) and Refpeck imaginable : And though 
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the of our Diftreſs aſſiſted us; I refer 
to — one's Obſervation, if he = not fer 

us, whether we do not uſe him ſomething worſe, 
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| 46th verſe of the ſame p- 
iy cal 222 Lord, and do not the Things 


which > Thy? 7: know not what Spirit ye are of. 


—.—.— conclude this Diſcourſe with Directions, 


how to try and guide your Spirits; and that ſhali 
be ffom the Rule given us, St. Mark ii. 30, 31. 
Dou \ſhalt love the Lord tiy God with al + 


by Heart, 
and with alt thy Sul, and uith all thy. Mind, and 
with all thy 


Strength, this is the firſt r 
Aud the ſecond is like, namely this, Thou ſbale mad 


Neighbbur at thy \ ſelf: There is mo pd 
1K, Nx thax theſe... 19 

oA 

O God of al Meas ond 3 Gut thas' we 
may love Thee above all Things; that we 
8 or from bei and Peace 

perſecutitig, or being ecuted: 

— that we may live in thy — Fear, 
and die in thy Favour, and live with Thee, when 
he bo full be 1 no We 
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IV. Sir R—d C—kss Farewel Sermon; ſhew- 
ing the Chriſtian Religion was not introduced by 
Per and Force, nor eſtabliſned by Violence. 
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